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{But for the 30 years it owned the
- mine, the company did not stop it.

A town left to die

A town left to die

Thursday, November 18, 1999

By ANDREW SCHNEIDER [

SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER SENIOR NATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT

© 1999 Seattle Post-intelligencer. All rights reserved.
LIBBY, Mont. -- First, it killed some miners. -

Then it killed wives and children, shppmg into their homes on the

 dusty clothing of hard-working men.

Now the mine is closed, but in leby, the killing goes on.

The W.R. Grace Co. knew, from the time it bought the Zonolite

vermiculite mine in 1963, why the people in leby were dymg

Day 1

Atown left to

it all started w
search for gol

The History of
Grace Co.

Dangers of ast
exposure

Known deaths
fremolite from

mine (graphic
Day 2

While people

gmm

Neither did the governments. % 5o .
Not the town of Libby, not |
Lincoln County. Not the state of
Montana, not federal mining,
health and environmental agencies,
not anyone else charged with
protecting the public health.

I
&
i
i
?

Here is what is killing people in
Libby:

Along with the enormous deposits of vermiculite in the earth of nearby
Zonolite Mountain are millions of tons of tremolite, a rare and
exceedingly toxic form of asbestos.

For eons, the tremolite lay undisturbed and harmless beneath a thin
crust of topsoil. But mining the vermiculite has released the deadly

. asbestos fibers into the air.

http://www.seattle-pi.com/uncivilaction/
lib18.shtml
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